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Kennedy? Roosevelt? Yes-they were once on our campus
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Looking Back,
Looking Ahead
Feedback helps as we planfuture issues
"{ A 7e a ked your opinion. You told us. Now

V V it's time to get to work.

Thanks to the hundreds of people who
responded to our Eastern Magazine Readership
Survey. This survey was a way for us to gauge how
we're doing-and how we can get better. It also
provided useful information about reading habits
and the types of stories our alumni want.
A few interesting findings:
• Top preferences for story ideas include stories about alumni in their professions;
stories about institutional history and traditions; and stories about campus
facilities and growth.
• Eastern Magazine encourages saving an article or issue (38 percent); attending an
event (35 percent); discussing or forwarding an article or issue (32 percent); and
recommending the institution (32 percent).
• 36 percent believe the magazine contains some "spin" but is generally accurate
and objective.
• 47 percent report that they read most of each issue.
• 69 percent prefer the print reading experience compared to the online experience.
The online survey was hosted by Qualtrics.com, a leading survey firm, in cooperation
with the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), of which
Eastern Michigan University is a member. If you'd like to know more about our
survey results, please contact me at dgiffor2@lemich.edu or 734.487.5375.

Jason Brooks, Patricia Cartwright, Kyla Ford,
Melissa Jasperse (BA 13) Cara Jones, Kurt Krug,
Randy Mascharka (BBABS), Marissa McClain,
Lynn Monson, Jeff Mortimer, Jeff Samoray,
Hilary Simmet, Scott Stewart
ABOUT EASTERN

Eastern (ISSN 2150-4679) is published three
times a year by the Division of Communications at
Eastern Michigan University
1215 N. Huron River Drive
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197-2351
All rights reserved.
The views presented are not necessarily
those of the editor or the official policies
of the University.
ADDRESS CHANGES

1349 S. Huron St., Suite 2
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197
734.487.0250
alumni.relations@emich.edu
Send story ideas to:
15Welch Hall
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197
easternmagazine@emich.edu
Eastern Michigan University is committed
to excellence in teaching, the extension
of knowledge through basic and applied
research, and creative and artistic expression.
Building on a proud tradition of ndtional
leadership in the preparation of teachers, we
maximize educational opportunities and
personal and professional growth for students
from diverse backgrounds through an array
of bachelor's, master's and doctoral
programs. We provide a student-focused
learning environment that positively affects
the lives of students and the community. We
extend our commitment beyond the campus
boundaries to the wider community through
service initiatives and partnerships of mutual
interest addressing local, regional, national and
international opportunities and challenges.

We move forward now, armed with your feedback, and are excited about what the
future holds for Eastern Magazine Thank you for being on this journey with us.

-DG
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From the President

Be a Catalyst
Joinfellow alumni in making a differencefor EMU

0

ur almnni are catalysts.
You have read many of
their inspiring stories in recent
issues of Eastern magazine.
The people you once shared
a dassroom with are now
changing Lves, altering world
perceptions, and conquering
industries with their
knowledge, compassion, and
detennination.

When you think of the time you
spent on campus, what comes
to mind? ls it the relationship
you built with your professors?
The networks you estabLshed
through student organizations?
Perhaps it is the scholarship you
received that made the difference
between having to get a second
job and focusing on your studies.
The experiences you had as
students are still here today and I
am asking you to unite with your
fellow alm1mi to help move our
University forward.

From Gary Koppelman
(BS73, MA79), an award
President Susan Martin pictured with EMU alumnus and Alumni
Association Board member Matt Mortier (BBA09, MA12) during the
winning teacher who
#HighFiveChallenge. To learn more about the #HighFiveChallenge I invite you to pay homage to your
developed an environmental
and how you can participate visit emich.edulhighfive
success and invest in the journey
lab giving children a chance to
of current students by making
be hands-on in the sciences,
a gift to any area of EMU that is most meaningful to you. When
to JeffConneUy (BA71), a retired oi.l and gas executive who
you make a gift, it signa.ls to those around us that our alunmi are
recognized the chal.lenges of non-traditional students by creating an
committed to our mission and that you stand behind the values of
endowed scholarship specifically benefiting conunuting students,
our institution.
Eastern graduates have forged their own paths of success.
Each of you has your own story, but however unique yom journey
has been, there is still a conunon thread that binds you to your
feUow graduates. It is the time you spent in Ypsilanti on the
campus of our beloved, 165-year-old institution. Ea.stem Michigan
University is embedded in the fiber of who we are. This is yo11r
University. This is Eastern.And today-I am calling you home.

Our a.lumni have proven their ability to make an impact local.ly;
regional.ly and global.ly through their work and passion. Now I
encourage you to unite to make a difference at EMU. Tius is our
chance to show the in1pact our alwnni can make at the University
where each of their journeys began. Join me in bringing our
successes home. Join me in being a catalyst.

President

Make your gift by June 30 to be included as a donor for thisfiscal year! Visit emufoundation.orglgive and make your gift today.
To give by phone or to discuss a long-tenn commitment, contact the EMU Foundation at 734.484.1322. Checks may be mailed
to: EMU Foundation, 1349 South Huron Stree� Ypsilanti, Ml 48197.
E.istern !SPRING 2014 5

A scuba diver explores Jones Pool during First Swim,
First Paddle & First Dive -an event hosted by EMU's
Orthotics and Prosthetics program where amputees
and others with physical challenges learn adapted water
sports. Certified swimming, kayaking and scuba diving
instructors from across the U.S. were here to teach
the free clinics that attracted more than 20 regional
participants. First Paddle-the kayaking clinic-is the
brainchild of EMU alumnus Chris Casteel (MS09), owner
of Anew Life Prosthetics and Orthotics in Detroit. First
Clinics are run by the Orthotics and Prosthetic Activities
Foundation, based in Charlotte, N.C.
photo by Marissa McClain

p

Med ia Soundbites

A Stink Worse Than Its Bite

Invasive insect has made its way to Michigan

W

e all know about the
devastation caused by the
Emerald Ash Borer, but there's
a new invasive insect making its way to
Washtenaw County that you might not
have heard about yet.
The Brown Marmorated Stink Bug
is as stinky as the name implies and has
already found i ts way into
36 states and the District
of Columbia. Michigan has
identified it in at least 1 2 counties.
According to Jamin Eisenbach, an
entomologist and professor in EMU's
Department of Biology, these Asian natives
pose a possible threat to crops and may
even invade our homes.
Right now, Eisenbach reports, the
bug is at a "nuisance level" in Michigan,
meaning that the insect has been found
and is causing some damage, but the
problem hasn't escalated enough to
warrant treating it. The potential for
damage, however, is severe.
"The reports that I've heard .from 20 10,
the really bad year, estimated between
30 and 40 million dollars in crop losses,"
Eisenbach said in an interview
with WEMU's David Fair.
"Sweet corn, soy beans,
cherries, apples-you

name it, they love it:·
Right now the only way for farmers to
protect their crops is through the use of
approved pesticides, but investigations
being done in Asia are exploring biological
deterrents as well.
What happens if this pesky explorer
gets into your home ? Don't worry-their
stink is worse than their bite. Eisenbach
says there are no direct health concerns
for humans, as the bug is not capable of

"The reports that I've heard from 20 7 0, the really bad
year, estimated between 30 and 40 million dollars
in crop losses," Eisenbach said in an interview with
WEMU's David Fair. "Sweet corn, soy beans, cherries,
apples-you name it, they love it."
8
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biting people.
But if they do get into your home,
they'll populate-and fa t. There have
even been reports of people in the U.S.
removing them with shovels and five
gallon buckets.
"Close all the gaps in your walls, caulk
your windows, do not give them any way
to enter your home," Eisenbach says. And if
they do get in, u e your vacuum. tll
-Melissa Jasperse

Seen & Heard

1 think that this is one of the worst
wildlife calamities ever in the history of
North America. You1re looking at potential
extinction of multiple species of bats.'
11

"They do notjust want a degree. They want
to learn to be engaged, and to be mentored.
They want to have their world expanded.

1

11

- Dr. Allen Kurta, EMU biology professor, talking
abo"t wl1ite-11ose syndrome and bats; Michigan Radio

- Dr. Jeffrey Bernstein, EMU political scie11ce professor,
on how students want to learn; The Detroit News

"It� despicable that we have these sorts
of views going on, but they're certainly
protected under the First Amendment.
1
'

- Dr. Jack Kay, EMU communications professor, 011 a
Neo-Nazi group headquartered in Detroit; WXYZ-Detroit

"We drove into the jungle on a 4-by-4
and rode mules over the mountains to
the small town where we stayed."
- Dr. R11th Armitage, EMU chemistry professor,
discussing an arcl1eological expedition to analyze cave
paintings in Cueva la Conga, Nicaragua; TedX-EMU

Digging Into Our Past
Paleontology professor earns National Science Foundation grant

S

teven LoDuca, an EMU professor
of paleontology, is digging into our
ancient past with the support of a
$ 1 60,000 grant from the National Science
Foundation (NSF).
LoDuca tudie the fossil remnants
of plant life that was thriving nearly 500
million years ago. Specifically, he and his
co-researcher, Virginia Tech geobiology
professor Shuhai Xiao, focus on the
organic remain of early marine plants
known as macroalgae.
The three-year NSF grant will allow
LoDuca and Xiao to analyze species
of microalgae ranging in age from 400

million to 1 .2 billion years old. They'll
also tudy fossil specimens from the same
time period that are currently housed in
major mu eums in China, Europe and the
United States.
According to LoDuca, this baseline
study will help establish the need for a
larger scale investigation into thi critical
period of the Earth's history.
"It is a dream come true to work ,'Vi.th
materials in the best museums and to
connect with paleontologists around the
world," LoDuca says. "Working together,
Shuhai Xiao and I can develop a more
complete tory of the history of early life.n 11
-Melissa Jasperse

Around Campus

Making a Point

I

EMU students win regional Moot Court championship
n their first Moot Court competition,
two Eastern Michigan University
students showed some serious skills.
Antonino Monea and Steven Cole took
first place in the Great Lakes Regional
qualifying tournament in November,
sweeping the event with seven winning
rounds and no losses.
" Moot Court is like walking a legal
tightrope while standing at a podium;' says
C. Robert Dobronski, the local attorney
and EMU adjunct lecturer who helped
prepare the students. "It is a structured
legal debate where you argue legal theory

in front of several judges. To succeed, you
need a strong and fast mind, a good work
ethic and good forensic skills."
Dobronski ( BADS) competed in mock
trials while at EMU, and won a national
championship in Moot Court while
attending the Michigan State University
College of Law.
" 1hese students had the requisite skills
to do well in Moot Court," Dobronski
say . "And their success will benefit them
in getting into law school and becoming
employed after graduation."
Monea, who will attend Harvard Law

School i n the fall, credits his success t o his
long-time participation in forensics. He
also participates in Model United Nations,
EMU's mock trial progran1 and the Fed
Challenge-all of which involve public
speaking.
After winning at the Great Lakes
Regional, Monea and Cole advanced to the
national championship in January, where
Monea finished 53..i and Cole finished
l l 21h overall in the individual orator
competition. I!
-Melissa Jasperse

Strings for Students

Music major helps provide free instruments to middle school students

E

MU music
education major
Roy Binder
dreamed of helping
young people from
low-income families
learn to play music-an
opportunity he was
afforded back in his
hometown of Perrysburg,
Ohio. His idea led to
Strings for Students, a
partnership between the
An1erican String Teachers
Association (ASTA) and Eastern's Bright
Futures program, providing instruments
free of charge to middle school students.

The team launched
an online lndiegogo.com
fundraising campaign,
successfully raising over
$ 1 ,200 within a month.
1l1is, along with a
donation of eight violin
outfits from Livonia
based Instrumental
Distribution, got
the program started.
One of the owners
of Instrumental
Distribution, Rick
Dapprich (MA04), even volunteered to
help maintain the violins.
Bright Futures, an EMU organization

that offers afterschool programs for
econom ically challenged students,
secured a venue, as well as funds for 1 6
more violin outfits.
1l1e program launched in Winter 20 1 3
with six students from Ypsilanti Middle
School. Binder and fellow EMU music
education major Candace Chappell taught
the class twice a week, covering everything
from posture to proper bow grip.
Bright Future's Ypsilanti Middle School
site coordinator, Will Spotts, says he was
pleased by the turnout for the class. Binder
says that Strings for Students hopes to
include more instruments, including the
cello, in coming yea.rs. I!
-Melissa Jasperse

Ten Famous Visitors
by Darcy Gifford

E

astern Michigan University has attracted its share offamous
people over the years, from politicians to actors to cultural
icon . Here, in alphabetical order, are ten that we found
interesting, and the stories behind their visits.

Maya Angelou

Poet and author Maya Angelou gave h-vo-sold out performances
at EMU-at Pease Auditorium in 1996 and at the Convocation
Center in 2004. Her advice in 1 996 included trying to understand
the commonality we all share. "Go to the librarian tomorrow and
say, 'Mis Angelou suggested that you could help me see that Im
man beings are more alike than they are unalike."'

Carol Channing (4)
Carol Channing helped EMU launch its $1 million theatre
campaign in 1 983 by making a whirlwind stop on campus. In De
troit performing "Hello Dolly;" she arrived at EMU in a helicopter;
talked with guests; was appointed an honorary professor of Com
munication and Theatre Arts; and was given a surprise gift : n-vo
new scats in Quirk Theatre, inscribed with her name. "Oh, I'm so
proud," she said. ''I'll be with you always !"

Cesar Chavez
Labor leader and civil rights activist Cesar Chavez visited
campus in 1 987, sponsored by the EMU Student Government.
A viewing of the film " Wrath of Grapes" in Quirk Theatre was
followed by a discussion of trade union issues. Chavez warned
of risks posed by commercial pesticides and urged support for
a boycott of California table grapes.

William Jefferson Clinton (2)
Bill Clinton has been on campus three times, most notably as
commencement speaker and honorary degree recipient in 2000. In
1 996, Clinton became the first sitting president to visit EMU when
a campaign stop brought him to Bowen Field. Lesser known is a
trip Clinton made in 1 992, when the then-Governor ofArkansas
was preparing to debate George Bush and Ross Perot and practiced
at EMU before traveling to Michigan State University, site of the
debate.

Bill Cosby (5)
Bowen Field House rocked i n 1 995 when Bill Cosby delivered
a LS hour routine that touched on everyday experiences: school,
family life and going to the dentist. According to The Eastern Echo,
Co by told friends he "was going to the Big Y" EMU track and field
stars Paul McMullen and Sevatheda Pynes gave Cosby an EMU
sweatshirt and a track and field warmup suit as a gift.
1 2 F-"15«rn J SPRING 201 4

John F. Kennedy
In October 1 960, presidential candidate John F. Kennedy made
a brief and unplanned stop at EMU at 1 : 1 S a.m. as he "was forced
to stop his motorcade when the mass of students jammed in front,
around, and on top ofh.i car," according to the Yp ilanti Press. He
then delivered a brief speech estimated at two-to-three minutes
before a crowd of about 500. Kennedy was in the area as part of a
whistle stop campaign tour in southern Michigan.

Robert F. Kennedy (3)
More than 3,000 people surrounded New York senator Robert
F. Kennedy when he spoke on the steps outside Pease Auditorium
in November 1 966. ln town to promote Michigan Democratic
candidates for the senate and gubernatorial races, Kennedy was
greeted by "screams, cheers and a few youthful squeals." Both of the
candidates he supported lost; Zolton Fcrency in the gubernatorial
race to George W. Romney and G. Mennen Williams in the senate
race against Robert P. Griffin.

Eleanor Roosevelt (1 )
ln 1 957, Eleanor Roosevelt visited the Soviet Union as a rep
resentative of the New York Post and met with Comm uni t Party
leader Nikita Khrushchev. Her first public appearance after that
trip was at Eastern Michigan University, where she gave a standing
room-only talk in Pease Auditorium titled, "ls America Facing
World Leadership?" After sharing stories and insight from her time
in the Soviet Union, she greeted guests in McKenny Hall.

Theodore Roosevelt
When Theodore Roosevelt spoke to a full house in Normal Hall
in October 1 896, Michigan was still considered part ofwhat he
referred to as "the great West." Roosevelt, then the New York City
Police Commissioner, was campaigning for presidential candidate
William McKinley. McKinley vastly outspent his opponent, Wil
liam Jennings Bryan, distributing thousands of pamphlets and ar
ranging for speeches like Roosevelt's, which dealt with the central
issue of the campaign: free silver vs. the gold standard. Bryan him
self also visited Michigan Normal-in 1 903 when Roosevelt was
president of the United States.

Booker T. Washington
Influential educator and author Booker T. Wa hington gave
a lecture at Normal Hall in 1 898, an event that The Ypsilantian
reported as well attended despite bad weatl1er. According to the
newspaper, Washington's address touched on his experiences with
the Tuskegee Institute and the lessons learned by his students, end
ing the story with: "Mr. Washington takes a very hopeful view of
the future ofhis race." !!I

7
3
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A Conversation with Tana Bridge
by Darcy Gifford

Dr. Tana Bridge is a trauma
expert and has been honored by
the National Institutefor Trauma
and Loss as Consultant of the

Eastern: How does violence affect the psyche of college-age students? I don't mean violence in
movies or video games, but when actual violence happens in their communities.

Bridge: 1he people most likely to be impacted by violence, obviously, are the victims of it, as
well as their close friends and family members.

Year. She directs EMU's master's
of social work program and works
with individuals,Jamilies and
community organizations on issues

However, you don't necessarily have to know someone or be directly tied with a violent inci
dent for it to affect you. W hen we think about violence-and we think about traumatic inci
dents-college students are uniquely vulnerable to the negative impact due to their unique
stage of life.

specific to loss, grief and working
through trauma. She spoke with
Eastern Magazine recently about
how students might be affected
by incidents of violence in their
communities.

College students are learning about the world, and as they are forging forward they begin to
separate from and act independently of their family or previous support group. When you're
forging your new life in this i ndependent place, in this independent way, and a traumatic or a
violent situation happens, there's always the question of whether you are using your support
systems. Are you calling home and talking to a parent about it? Or are you thinking, "I should
be able to handle this because I'm an adult"? Are you trying to make sense and cope on your
own ?
When there are multiple incidents, college students may begin to question the safety o f the
world in which they live.
Eastern: What are different ways that people respond to trauma ?

Bridge: Trauma by definition has a component of powerlessness. When somebody experiences
a traumatic incident, it creates fear. When you're afraid, you have a physical response, and be
cause fear is such a primal emotion, you have to get yourself to a place of safety.
One way people do that is t hey withdraw from their environment. " If it's not safe for me to go
into this community, then I just won't go into this community. If i t 's not safe for me to go to the
bar, then I won't go to the bar." They'll retreat to where they feel safe. For some people, it means
attacking. It goes back to that fight, flight, or freeze response that people have. They're going
to try to push anything away and perhaps even engage in violent behavior in an effort to keep
t hemselves safe. For others, it means ignoring the event. They p retend it just never happened,
or that they're not affected because after all, if it happens to tl1em, it's going to happen anyway.
A concerning way individuals achieve a level of safety and manage the uneasiness of fear and
anxiety is through destructive coping like substance abuse.

1 4 Eastern I SPRING 2014

so previous traumatic incidences create a different level of vulner
ability. When we look at our student population 1 we don't neces
sarily know people's life stories. We don't know where they came
from.
We don't know if they have built resilience and increased in ight
through the things that they've experienced1 or if these incidenc
es are creating more vulnerability. What we have to understand as
a community is that everyone's perception is their own1 it's true1
and we have to honor it.

Eastern: As a campus community, how do we help our students
work through trauma?

There's danger in all of these responses. We don't want people to
isolate themselves because their world feels u nsafe and unpre
dictable to them. We also don't want people to lash out in anger
or frustration. Further, we don't want people to blame themselves
or blame victims and say1 "The problem is yours and therefore it's
not going to happen to me."

Eastern: What affects how an individual might respond to trauma?
Bridge: How someone
experiences a violent
or a traumatic incident,
whether it happens directly
to them or indirectly, is
very much the result of
experiences that they've
had in their past1 and their
perceptions.

Bridge: One of the best ways to help people work through vio
lence and traumatic events is through conversation, to assure
students that their experiences and responses are normal, that
what they're experiencing is p robably pretty common, and that
they should give themselves permis ion to have the anxieties,
fears 1 or whatever it is that they are feeling.
Equally important, we need to build a community response.
When a group finally says1 "I've had it/' they take back their com
munity. I think Detroit and Angel Night is a perfect example.
We've seen that happen really not only in Detroit 1 but throughout
the United States, where when the community says, "Nope, it's
not going to happen," they 're
able to address violence and
the underlying causes. We
1
need to find the underlying
causes of violence, then rally
around a solution.

"When a group nnally says, /'ve had
it,' they take back their community."
-Tana Bridge

Any two people exposed to the exact same incident can have
very different responses to it. Unlike many other experiences that
people have, if you've been exposed to multiple traumatic events1
they don't necessarily prepare you for the next one.
lf anything 1 multiple incidences reinforce the feeling that the
world is u nsafe1 it is unpredictable1 and you a.re vulnerable.
Experience doesn't necessarily teach you that you're strong and
you're capable. It may actually break the core of who people are1

Obviously1 if we knew the ex
act solution, it would be fixed,
but we really need to think
about the many causes of violence in the community beyond the
perpetrator. We need to get all the players involved: our commu
nity, our University stakeholders, and our students who are most
greatly impacted. Students truly need to have a voice, both to
make sense out of stuff that doesn't make sense and also be able
to feel l ike they're a part of a solution.

The more we can take that multi-pronged approach, the more
success we'll have. I!
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H ow EM U b u i lt a c h a m p
b y Jeff Mortimer

•

1
, i o n s h i p forensics program
photo b y Scott Stewart

A

t his retirement party i n 201 2, one of the speakers

described Dennis Beagen as "the architect of the

greatest forensics program in collegiate history:•

Such statements often contain at least a little hyperbole,

but whether the word "fo rensics" is used to mean competitive
speech or a crime-solving

tool, it connotes a dedication

T

he four competitive groupings in forensics are prepared
public speaking, limited prep public speaking, oral

interpretation of literature, and debate. Most competitors

specialize, and one of Beagen's most effective techniques was

to "borrow" talented theater students for "interp" duty at major
tournaments.

But bu ilding team spirit

to truth. That program is

in a competition that, like

EMU's is the only program

events, is a challenge; you

swimming or gymnastics, is

Eastern's. and the claim to

an accumulation of individual

greatness is inarguable.

can't throw a block or set a

in the country that has

pick in forensics.

placed in the top 1 0 at

"Dennis really got you

every National Forensics
Association collegiate

to understand the concept

N FA team and 70 individual

just for yourself but also for

of team, the importance of

tournament since the first

working very, very hard not

one in 1 9 7 1 , capturing nine

titles along the way.

"I magine a college

basketball team that's been

Dodger Stadium scoreboard

i n the Sweet Sixteen every single year they've had a program;·

says Todd Ambs, captain of the 1 980 national champs and now

the director of the Healing Our Waters/Great Lakes Coalition.
"That's what the forensics team has done:·

The sports metaphor is apt--not that you'll find many

forensics types using the inapt variety. It could also fairly, and
probably truthfully, be said that Beagen was the architect of
modern collegiate forensics.

"Dennis took a lot of lessons from being involved in athletics,

and transferred them into the competitive speech domain;· says
Ray Quiel, who was an assistant to Beagen and served as the

program's director from 200 1 to 201 2. "He started the idea of

event coaches, so we got to focus our energies as teachers and

coaches. He started having camps, like band camp, where we

would meet and work in the off-season. And prior to the national
tournament, he would take us out of school for five whole days

the group," says Ambs. "He

also really grilled i nto folks

that it was a special privi lege

to represent Eastern Michigan. We were taught to be respectful,
polite, responsive audience members and, while doing all that,

be damn tough competitors.

"At the same time, he was also quick to let everybody know

that you could have a great deal of fun as well, especially after

you won. The song that I always associate with Dennis i s 'Scotch

and Soda: In many settings, I think of him, arm in arm with other

folks, singing that song:'

''

T he debate boat was crowded;' says Beagen.

That's why, when he took over as director of

Eastern's competitive speech program, he steered it away from

the activity that had comprised the bulk of its efforts and toward
the individual events, a.k.a. forensics. An opportunity beckoned.

It wasn't exactly the opportunity he had envisioned when he

arrived on campus as a student. Beagen had played basketball

and we'd take over a fl oor in Hoyt dorm, just like an athletic team

for some successful teams at St. Mary of Redford High School

Theater and Media Arts in 1 98 1 , and Quiel and Carole Bennett

enough;' he says.

going to a national tournament:'

Beagen became chair of the Department of Com munication,

were interim co-directors for a year. Jerry Bluhn was in charge

from 1 983-1 986, Denise Gorsli ne in 1 986-87 and Michael Tew in
1 987-200 1 . Eastern won its most recent national team titles in
1 986 and 1 987.

"Other schools started to send their grad students here

to learn what we called the Eastern method and take that

philosophy back home;' Quiel adds. "At one time, I counted 1 7
head coaches who were all alums of Eastern."
18
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in Detroit. He thought he could do the same at Eastern, until

reality set in. "I learned I wasn't fast enough, tall enough or good
But, he says, "I always thought I wanted to be a basketball

coach;' and he was smart enough for that. After he became

involved in forensics, he saw that there was a competitive

opening in the field and that there was lots of room for growth in

coaching it.

"There's one example that I am proud of;' Beagen adm its.

When students who were preparing a performance of poetry

or a scene from a novel or play got to the point where they felt

pol i shed and ready, "I would say, 'All right, let's get to work;

and we would have what I called distraction exercises, where

people listening to them would do something to distract them

and they had to stay focused or in character. Q uite honestly, it
was just someth ing I tried and it worked."

At the national tournament in Los Angeles in 1 976, an

Eastern competitor was going to use a slide projector for visual

aids, but it blew up when she plugged it in. Trained to be
unflappable, "She just went ahead,'' he says.

That same tournament furnished another serendipitous

lesson. Beagen had to find a way to get 20 students and five

coaches from Ypsilanti to Los Angeles without busting the

budget, so "Ray Quiel and I, in the winter months of that year,
went around and looked at used motor homes that cou ld be

rented. We found two, one in pretty good condition, one n ot
very good. I remember the father of one of my best students
kicking the tires.

"The only reason I did that was we didn't have any money,''

he says, "but I told the students these would be moving

classrooms, and we rehearsed the entire way. That was one of

J

the best team-building things we ever did:'

ust as some parts of the country are fertile recruiting

territory for basketball or wrestling, others are hot pockets

of forensics. One of them is the Dallas area, where Stephanie

Patterson Alderdice grew up. She eventually competed for West

Texas A&M, served as a g raduate assistant at Eastern, became
a hig hly successful oral interp coach at national powerhouse

Western Kentucky, and now runs Speechgeek.com, a news and
sales website that's sort of the Amazon.com of forensics.

Nothing like the above was on her radar when she started.

"My first public speaking competition in junior h i g h was a

Rotary contest," she says, "and I did it because you had the

option of going to that or doing another paper."

The bug didn't take long to bite, however, and (points off for

mixing metaphors?) it seems to be securely lodged in her system.
"It made me a more confident person,'' says Alderdice. "It made

me think about social and philosophical issues that I hadn't

tackled before, and I was surrounded by other people who loved
that same challenge. Once you find that niche of people who
share your ideas and your passions, it's hard to leave:·
But it's easy, she says, to "spot a speech kid:'

1) The 1919 national championship team at their mate/ near the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater
2) The 1973 national championship ream
3} Ray Quiel (MA89), Dan Bernard (8519) and EricMoore (8581); in the background is
Janice Apsey (8580)
4) Michelle Mueller (8574)
5) Dennis Beagen
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1) Cindy Meier (MA81), Denise Burr (MA79),
Christine Dewall Burdert (8586), Rodney Slater
(8577, HP596) and RoryRice (8579)
2) Dan Vice (8577)-called "the glue that held
us all together·byDennis Beagen-leads the
"forensics choir"during a 1999 event held in his
honor,· he passed away shortly afterward

He was in a perform ing arts

magnet program at Hollywood
H i gh School (yes, that one)

"They tend to be very outspoken and

when his debate teacher, clearly

intelligent," says Alderdice, "and there's a

a superior educator, recruited

curiosity in forensics students, either to

u nderstand the human condition through

him for competitive speaking

events. It's more than just trophies. It takes

he says. Although he loved

and performing. "I had no idea

literature or to u nderstand the way the

there was any such thing;·

world works through politics and current

perform ing and envisioned

a lot of courage for students to put their

a career on the stage, he also

ideas and their hopes and beliefs out there

struggled with severe social

in a public setting for a stranger to judge,

anxiety. Nonetheless, he gave

then forget that and be willing to do it all

it a s hot.

over again the next weekend. The activity

really teaches you how to deal with falling
short of your own expectations."

''

you learn how to get critiqued;' says Annmarie

Mungo Simonson, a member of the 1 980 and 1 98 1

national champs and the individual champion i n persuasive

speaking in the latter year. "You learn that other people have
opi nions about how you can get better."

Now the vice president of enterprise litigation for USAA, a

financial services company for members of the m ilitary and their
dependents, she learned some other s kills at Eastern that have
served her well.

"I didn't know then that I had a front-row seat to real

leadership;• she says. "Dennis was s uperb at not only identifying
talent but developing talent, and those same tenets are so

important to building a high-performing team and delivering

results. Now that I'm in a leadership role, I borrow a lot from

"Within my first year of

competing, I felt like forensics

alleviated a lot of those anxieties, and because of that it

has led me pretty far into my career both academically and

professionally;' Valenzuela says. Now the co-assistant director of

forensics and a full-time lecturer, he credits forensics, along with
Amy Johnson, with helping him find a calling as well as a voice.

Even though it happened by chance, Valenzuela was the first

of what has become a steady stream of Eastern recruits from
southern California.

Quiel was visiti ng family there when he happened to see

a banner proclai ming Los Angeles Valley College's national

community college forensics championship. He sought out one
of the team's co-directors to see if any of their students were

i nterested in Eastern. Valenzuela was, and so far he's stayed put.

"I wouldn't be here in t h i s job if I had not received what I have

from this activity," he says. "Because forensics was compelling

what I watched as a college student. What you learn on a team

for me in that personal aspect, it helped me to realize that it

A

tools:'

like that, where you have brilliant minds and superb actors and
actresses, is what I often quote today in my job: If you're the

smartest person i n the room, you're in the wrong room:'

fter one of his middle school teachers humiliated him
in front of a class, "I felt like I didn't have a voice as a

student;' says Arthur Valenzuela, "and I don't think I found that

voice u ntil I started competing in forensics:·
20
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can empower students in many different ways. When we say

we want students to become critical thi n kers and effective

communicators, there's no activity that better faci litates those

'' D

ennis didn't just recruit in high schools," says

Dale Heydlauff, who was part of four national

championship teams in the '70s. "He would talk to professors

yy

in various areas of the U niversit : 'If ou see someone who seems

to be particularly articu late and comfortable speaking in front of
a class, let me know.'Very few of the forensics competitors were

speech or communication majors. I was a political science m ajor."
Now Heydlauff is vice president of corporate comm u n ications

for American Energy and Power, the latest in a series of high-level
positions he's held in the field. "Without a doubt, my Eastern

y

y

training is one of the ke s to my professional success;' he sa s. "We
live in a world of finite resources and competing demands. In that
sense, life is just one big negotiation, and the i ndivi dual that can

N

make the most compelling case tends to be the one who succeeds:·
i ck Romerhausen took over from Quiel in 20 1 2, allowing

Quiel to build a debate com ponent that had not

previously been a program priority. Romerhausen's pedigree is

peerless: he started com peting in sixth grade in Evansville, Ind.,

one of those forensics hotbeds, and was a world champion in

y

i m promptu speaking at Western Kentuck before coming to
Eastern for his master's degree.

"While maybe it wasn't that cool in other schools, at one

y

time in m high school there were 90 people going to forensics

tournaments;' he says. "That's a lot of people doing what mig ht be

y

considered kind of nerd in some places:'
There's room for more, in his view.

"There are a lot of really talented people out there, who have

a voice and something to say and could do it well, and forensics

y

would be an outlet for them," he sa s, "but they go through college

y

and m a be learn about it in their senior year. I would like for people

to have the same opportunity I did. That's the educator in me, my

assistant professor hat. As director of forensics, I just hope everyone

y

knows about EMU's legacy of sa ing things and saying them well,

Ky

and the future looks bright with the students we have:'

la Green, a junior from Farmington Hills, is one of those

tudents, and she's already helped shape the tradition. I n

her first year a t Eastern after transferring from Oakland Community

y

The Tradition Continues

The Easter n Michigan forensics team's tradition of

excellence is alive and well, and the future looks bright.

Those are the take-home points from the Eagles' efforts

as hosts of the National Forensic Association Collegiate

Tournament in April, when about 1 ,000 students from 86
teams competed for four days on campus.

Senior Patrick Seick of Middletown, Ohio, capped his

Eastern career with two individual championships, and
the team's fifth-place fin ish, behind first-place Western

y

Kentuck , preserved its record of being in the top 1 0

every year since the tournament's inception in 1 97 1 .

Seick finished first out of 1 40 contestants i n after-dinner

speaking, and beat out 1 99 competitors i n the impromptu
speaking event. Those finishes helped boost him to third
place in the overall pentathlon event.

Eastern also earned the association's Founder's Trophy,

College, Green and four fellow "rookies" recentl gave Eastern its

given to programs for sustained success. Eastern has

titles, and the top three pentathlon speakers were all Eagles.

team wins the trophy, its point total returns to zero.

first national novice tournament championship since the event
began in 1 983. Five of the six, including Green, won ind ividual

y

Learning the culture came as q u ickl to her as success. "You

y

y

always want to win, obviousl , but at the end of the da it's not

about winning;· she says. "It's about spreading the message about

'' F

an i mportant issue and connecting with people:·

y
y

orensics celebrates the centralit of communication

to the human condition," sa s Quiel. "We are, at our

essence, word li ngs learning language:' !I

Forensics photos courtesy of EMU Communication, Media & Theatre Arts Department

y

won the award five ti mes, tops in the countr . The award
considers all points accu m ulated each year and once a
Just a few weeks earlier, the Eagles won the Novice

National Forensic Tournament for the first time in history,

capturing six individual c hampionships in the process.

The novice tournament is for students in their first year of
collegiate forensic com petition.

"That's a really big accomplishment for us;' says Director of

Forensics Nick Romerhausen. "It sure bodes well for the future'.'
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Barbara and Wes matured quickly in

A nearby resident who heard the

the aftermath of the crash. A poignant

plane flying above watched in horror

as its tail abruptly dropped below the

conversation Scheffer had with her

height of its nose. Its left wing flipped

brother at that time reveals much about

husband as the plane plummeted into a

the crash:

sharply upward, reversing the plane's
wing angle. She screamed for her

her fortitude. Wes recalled Scheffer's

statement in a book he later wrote about
"There's nothing either of us can now

dense bank of evergreen trees 500 feet

short of the runway.

do to change what happened;' she said.

First responders found a scene

"Mom and Dad are not going to be here

they'd never forget. The twisted wreck
lay on the ground, nose buried in the

earth below large trees, their tops

sheared off. The right wing, ripped from
the mangled flight cabin, burst into

anymore and we both need to accept

Barbara recovering at Northwoods Hospital,
Phelps, Wisc., 1 959.

that as quickly as possible. The two of

us now have to stick together no matter
what happens. We have to look after

flames several yards away. Miner and his wife died upon impact.

each other and make sure each of us is
o
always there f r the other one if things get difficult. This is how

shoulder injuries. Barbara, age 1 4, had a broken left leg, shattered

fighting with each other'.'

bad dream so she could find her mother.

the hospital by late October, progressed from a wheelchair to

Richard suffered traumatic head and chest injuries and died soon

afterward at a local hospital. Wes, age 1 1 , had critical head and

femurs in both legs and a broken collarbone. Trapped in the

cabin's back seat, she repeatedly asked to be awakened from her
"I have no recollection of the flight or the crash due to

retrograde amnesia;' says Barbara Scheffer, who survived with her

brother. "I remember waking up in the hospital that evening with
my legs in traction devices. The doctors and nurses didn't tell us

a whole lot immediately, but I knew we had been in some kind

of accident. After realizing what happened, I felt some survivor

guilt and cried a lot. But I also knew I had to move on and move

forward:'

Scheffer, who retired from Eastern in July after teaching

nursing for 37 years, doesn't look back on the events that took

place that night very often. It wasn't until 50 years later that she

reflected deeply on the crash and how it affected her life. Her

survivor mindset, remarkably well formed at such a young age,
gave her the drive to find fulfillment in life, even in the face of

tragedy.

it has to be from now on. If there are problems we have to work
it out between the two of us and there is no place anymore for
Doctors initially said Scheffer would never walk again. But

she made steady progress after two extensive surgeries. She left

crutches, spent many hours in physical therapy and was walking

by December. Since then, she has walked normally.

Beyond recovering physically, Barbara and Wes also had to

adjust emotionally.

"Technically, we were orphans, but I never thought of it that

way;' Scheffer says. "We just survived. My aunt and uncle did the

best they could. They were caring on many levels, but they also
had a six-year-old and three-year-old. It was tough for them to
have two older children suddenly thrown into the mix.

"Wes and I didn't have counseling at the time and we didn't

talk about the crash. We just shut the door on one life and

opened a door on a new one. I recognized I was now an adult in
a kid's body'.'

Wes, who lives in England and works as a senior scientific
consultant for a pharmacological

An adult in a kid's body

research company, says that even at that

at the 20-bed Northwoods Hospital in
nearby Phelps, Wisc. for two weeks. Wes

responsibility for taking on the role

young age, Scheffer had an exceptional,

Scheffer and her brother remained

goal-oriented outlook on life.

"Barbara i mmediately assumed

slowly recovered from his injuries while

as my 'mother;'father; and 'sister' all in

Scheffer remained in a plaster cast from

one;· he says. "She didn't think deeply

Jersey to assume guardianship, arranged

I wouldn't be where I am today had she

the waist down and with pins in her legs.

about it-she just knew she had to do it.

Their uncle, who had arrived from New

Barbara was just destined to be a leader.

to have the children immediately

flown back east so Scheffer could see a
renowned orthopedic surgeon.

24 Eastern I SPRING 2014

not taken on that responsibility'.'
Barbara and Wes Miner with their aunt,
Ellen Miner.

Barbara with daughter Amanda Brown (BA99) and granddaughters.
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Wesley, Barbara, Wes and
Elsie Miner at their home
in Des Plaines, Ill., 1 957.

..

Imparting survival skills

By the time Scheffer reached high school, her

uncle had moved the family to southeast Michigan.

Always driven to succeed, Scheffer began considering

potential careers.

"I had to write a high school paper about a career

choice, a nd my aunt told me to write about nursing;'
Scheffer says. "An aptitude test suggested I should

become a medical technologist, but I thought that

would be boring. I entered the University of Michigan
as an industrial design major. After a short time, I

thought it would be hard to fi nd a job in that field, so I

fell back on nursing. I wanted to enter a field in which I

could be employed after graduating. It had little to do
with my experience as a hospital patient:'

Scheffer earned her nursing degree and developed

a special i nterest i n mental and community health.
After becoming a registered nurse and working

for several years as a staff nurse with University of

Michigan Hospitals and the Washtenaw County Health
Department, she and noted psychiatric/mental health

nurse Marie-Luise Friedeman n launched Counseli ng
for Coping, a private practice they ran for 1 0 years.
Scheffer also joined Eastern as an instructor in the
Department of Nursing.

"I enjoyed working with people who need help

coping with different issues and don't have access

to many resources," Scheffer says. "I wanted to teach
people how to become resilient and how to help

themselves-how to cope, manage and survive:·

Besides helping her clients and inspiri ng legions of

EMU nursing students to provide excellent care to the

community and to people with mental illness, Scheffer

earned a master's in psychiatric nursing from Michigan,

then a doctorate in Educational Leadership from

Eastern. She helped create EMU's Educational Studies
Nursi ng Education doctoral program and co-wrote

two books that received prestigious awards from the
"American Journal of Nursing:' She progressed to full
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of the woman who watched the plane go

professor and became associate dean in

down and held me after I was pulled from

the College of Health and Human Services

before retiring.

the wreckage. l thought about how the

cared privately for her daughter Amanda,

fragility of life. If it weren't for their split

While earn ing these accomplish ments

rescuers must have felt when they arrived

at the scene. It makes you think about the

and well-publicized honors, Scheffer also

second actions, Wes and I wouldn't have

who battled clinical depression.

"I cope very well with life's challenges

made it:'

because of the way Mom raised me,"

During their visit, Scheffer agreed to

says Amanda, who earned a bachelor's

accompany Wes to the crash site.

in Theatre Dance Communications from

"We had a major discussion about

Eastern in 1 999 and a master's in Drama:

whether we should go to the site or not;'

Text and Performance Studies from

King's College London Royal Academy

of Dramatic Arts in 2003. "I often felt

imprisoned by depression, but I always
knew there was another option. My

says Scheffer's husband Kenneth, who

Wedding photo of Elsie and
Wesley Miner, 1 937.

accompanied her on the trip. "Barbara was

afraid it would trigger memories. We ended
up going for Wes:'
The Wisconsin trip proved cathartic

mother's love, exam ple and cou nsel, combined with my faith,

for Wes, who overcame PTSD. His research showed the plane

Healing Old Wounds

Those factors, combined with the rapidly deteriorating weather

sustain me every daY:'

While Scheffer moved on almost immediately fol lowing the

plane crash, the door to the past remained ajar for Wes.
After the September 1 1 terrorist attacks, he began

experiencing Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) symptoms. To

bring clarity and closure to the 1 959 family tragedy, Wes began

researching the crash details with the help of an aircraft accident

investigator. Through phone calls and emails, he also learned

the story of how he and Scheffer were rescued from the plane

wreckage. In October 2009, Wes arranged a trip to Land O' Lakes
with Scheffer to reconnect with the remaining residents who
were at the crash scene.

"Initially, I felt pretty uncomfortable about going back;'

Scheffer says. "I buried the crash in my subconscious, but the

residents of Land O' Lakes didn't. It had been big news in that
small community, and a n umber of people wondered fo r years
about what became of us. The people we met were extremely

friendly and delig hted to see that Wes and I are doing well, and
we enjoyed the visit.

"But it was strange to hear stories from the granddaughter

was heavily loaded with people and equipment for a building

project, and Miner had received an inaccu rate weather report.

conditions, caused him to lose control of the plane. Wes

published an account of the events leading up to the crash

and subsequent Land O' Lakes visit i n a 201 2 book titled "From

Chicago, North I nto Peril:'

"Wes was very analytical at the crash site-it wasn't a

traumatic experience fo r u s;· Scheffer says. "He wanted to analyze

exactly where the plane crashed and why. The clarity he achieved

through writing the book brought an end to his nightmares:'

Scheffer doesn't have flashbacks about the crash or dwell on

the accident that claimed her parents and cousin. Retrograde

amnesia has masked that pain. The determination to overcome

life's challenges became her driving force.
"I was a different person before the crash;' she says. "If I try

really hard, I can reconnect to that person. But that incident

hasn't totally defined me. I'm basically an optimist, which helped
me cope with what happened. It's become who I am and part of

my work. I l ike helping people find new directions, things that
make life more full. The crash reinforced this for my brother and I.

We had no other option but to survive:· I!
Historical photographs are courtesy of Wes Miner

Th e Ba rbara K. Scheffer Endowed S c h o l a rsh i p i n N u rs i n g
The Barbara K . Scheffer E n dowed Scholarship i n N u rsing p rovides funding t o a g raduate n u rs i n g student i n
Eastern's P h D i n Educational Stu dies- N u rsing Ed ucatio n pro g ram. Scheffer's chi ldren, Amanda Brown (BA99) a n d
Daniel Scheffer, each made a generou s $5,000 lead gift t o spur the fu ndra i sing. After receiving a matc h i n g g ift of
$ 1 0,000 from a n a nonymous donor a n d additional contributions from col leagues, a l u m n i , friends and fa m i l y, the
endowment now tota l s more than $25,000.
To make a contribution, contact Rae Anne Yuskowatz at 734.487.8040.
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I n Memoriam
Ruth (Breitenwischer) Randall (8534)

Brooklyn, Sept. 29
Evelyn (Gagnon) Bovee (8534)

Mount Pleasant, Aug. 27

Lillian (Galbraith) Walker (BS39, MA63)

Saint Joseph, Feb. 1
Helene (Langthorne) Rose (8540)

Long Beach, Calif., Dec. 4
Wilfred L. (Bill) Sweet (BS40)

Waterford, Conn., Dec. 9

Alan E. Hutchins (BS42) Roscommon, Jan. 24
Betty ( Fatchett) Stockwell (BS43)

Santa Ana, Calif., Dec. 25
Helen (Waskowski) Magielski (BS44)

Ann Arbor, Sept. 1 5
Cheryl (Steiner) Behrns (BS45)

Stockton, Calif., Dec. 5
Doris (Nique) Tippins (BS46)

Saint Joseph, Dec. 20
Dorothy (Falstad) Keys (BS46)

Bremerton, Wash, Oct. 1 8
Betty Zulkey ( 8546, MA65) Trenton, Nov. 2 1
Mary (Goldsmith) Kenyon (BA47, BA49)

Ypsilanti, Sept. 1 8
Gertrude (Sargent) Taber (BS48)

Stamford, Conn., Dec. 1 8

James F. Manley (BMESS, HLW65)

Ann Arbor, Nov. 25
Jeannie (Craig) Barker (MA56)

Tucson, Ariz., June 1

Charles W. Jones (MED58) Howell, Jan. 14
William P. Hallas (8559) Ann Arbor, Dec. 29
Edward A. Wuestenberg (8559, MA65)

Armada, Sept. 24
John J. Johnson (88A60) Livonia, Aug. 1 3

Robert J . Zeffero (MA69) Suttons Bay, Dec. 1 2

Plymouth, Nov. 28

Frederick J . Thomann (MS70) Plymouth, Dec. 27

Paul J Wahr, Jr. (8561 ) Petersburg, Dec. 25

Lynne (Zollars) Warner (8570, MA75)

Ronald T. Jaworowski (BA62, MA65, MA74)

Ann Arbor, Jan. 1 4
Douglas A . Watson (8563)

Las Cruces, N.M., Oct. 26
Peggy A. Angelos (8563, MA71 J Trenton, Dec. 9
Gordon C. Miller (8563, MA66)

Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 30

Drexel 0. McDaniel (MA64)

Fort Myers. Fla., Aug. 30
William M. Fanning (8564, MA70) Saline, Dec. 27

Iowa City, Iowa, Jan. 1 3
Jack E . Ledingham (8565) Clinton Twp., July 5
Thomas A. Andersen (8A65, MA7 1 , MABB)

Cheboygan, Dec. 29
Robert E. Weddell (8565) White Lake, Sept. 1
Darrel M. Hinkle (B8A66) South Lyon, Sept. 28

Lawrence R . Green (8A52) Milford, Nov. 1 3

Norma L. Sunday (BS66) LaSalle, Aug. 3 1

Lucille (Nelson) Aittama (BME52, MA64)

Joann (Podolsky) Brown (B8A66, 8592)

Chassell, Jan. 1 5

Traverse City, July 27

Ronald A. Rentschler (8553) Wixom, Oct. 22

Mary L. Gibb-Vi sh (8567) Jackson, Jan. 27

Laura (Ell iott) Vieu (8553) Flint, Dec. 1 2

Mary (Lennon) Kress (BA67) Port Huron, Sept. 30

Philip G. Wheeler (8553, MASS)

Margaret (Gipple) Weslow (BA67)

Floray City, Fla. Sept. 1 4
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William M . Cline (MA69J Monroe, Sept. 1 5

Gary L. Saum (8560, MA65) Ann Arbor, Oct. 3

Norman J. Parker (8565, MS69)

Bloomfield Hills, Feb. 1 7

Marco Island, Fla., Jan. 1 5

Donald R . Chu mbley (8560, MA64)

Helen S. Kilgore (8550) Detroit, Jan. 20

Catherine (Challis) Sakorafis (8A5 1 )

Harold Scoville (88E68) Hillsdale, Oct. 1 5
Gerald E . Masters (MA69)

James 8. Moore (MS69) Monroe, Jan. 1 9

William P. Morris (BS64, MA68) Monroe, Dec. 8

Frances A. Allen (BAS 1 ) Flint, Nov. 5

John R. Ryder (BS66, MA68) Peoria, Ariz., Jan. 1

Edward E. Revolt (8560) Saint Louis, Mo., Oct. 2 5

Jere L. Chaffin (8564) Gladwin, Sept. 1

Corpus Christi, Texas, Jan. 9

Robert 0. Englander (8568) Earling, Iowa, Feb. 1 6
Elda M . Susa Ila (MA68) Fort Gratiot, Oct. 1

Everell P. Huttenlocher (BS60) Munith, Feb. 1 7

Norbert S. Badar (BS50) Flint, Jan. 2

Joyce (Quick) Hopkins (BS51 J

Diane L. Stafford (MA67) Walled Lake, Sept. 1

Joyce (Fischer) Grinage (MA69) Blissfield, Oct. 6

Robert E. Ely (8548) Ypsilanti, Sept. 24

Robert E. Bentley (8SSOJ Monroe, Dec. 9

Thomas F. O'Connell (BBA67) Detroit, Oct. 24

Fort Myers Beach, Fla., Oct. 3 1

Westland, Mar. 1 7
Deborah (Caruthers) Strong (8570, MA76)
Ypsilanti, Oct. 27
Irene (Shoemacker) Hunt (8570) Fenton, Oct. 1 8
Maurice J . Edgington (MA70)

Toledo, Ohio Nov. 1 1

Duane 8. Eilola (MBA71 J Barnesville, Ga., Feb. 6
Linda (Muir) Grant (BA71 J Lapeer, Jan. 26
Michael C. Miller (BS7 1 ) Sunnyvale, Calif., Oct. 1 2
Martha P. Brady-Labbe (8571, MA73)

Waterbury, Conn., Jan. 26
Geraldine (Spence) Poulson (BA7 1 ) Temperance,

Feb. 6

Linda (Brockway) Meier (BS72) Holland, Nov. 8
Ronald L. Nordquist (MA72) Cedarville, Jan. 1 7
Silvio Recinella (BS72, MA77) Detroit, Jan. 1
Mary (Dix) Armstrong (MA72)

Winchester, Va., Nov. 1
Joann (Fleminger) Friedle (8572)

Knoxville, Tenn., Sept. 29
Chester Hughes, Jr. (MS72) Flint, Oct. 6
William R. Butler (8573) Hancock, Feb. 1 1
Marjorie (Claiborne) Green (MA73)

Saline. Jan. 27
Alma (Dalke) Baker (8573) Elk Rapids, Feb. 2

In Memoriam, Continued
Donald C. King (BS73, MS8 1 ) Ypsilanti, Jan. 30
Aurelia (Steiner) Weipert (BS73) Monroe, Oct. 9
Karen (Scoviac) Moore (BS73) Adrian, Jan. 1 5

Faculty and Staff Memoriam
Constance (Castle) Pl ice (MA79)

Ann Arbor, Oct. 28
Donald C. Peterson, Jr. ( BBA80) Owosso, Oct. 20

John E. Dickinson (MA74) Milan, Jan. 2 1

David M. Chandler (BBA80) Toledo, Ohio, Dec. 26

Patricia (Dupree) Stigall (BS74)

Katherine A. Belknap (BSBO, MA82)

Anchorage, Alaska, Aug. 3 1

Silver Springs, Md., Dec. 1 3

Paul G. Tremewan (MA74) Flint, Dec. 1 1

Martha (Smith} McBride (MASO) Lapeer, Feb. 3

Jamie (Fracassi) Valen (EDD74)

Robert F. Orrico (BSBO) Detroit, Dec. 1 6

Ann Arbor, Sept. 25
Elizabeth (Hall) Leonard (BS74) Detroit, Dec. 1 7

Mary (Simon) Sougstad ( MS8 1 )

A n n Arbor, Oct. 20

Daniel T. Roughton (SEPU74) Saline, Nov. 1

Basra Hassan (MS81 ) Hamtramck, Jan. 1 5

Margaret (McGregor) Dukes (MA74)

Howard W. Mehler (BME82, MA87)

Ann Arbor, Jan. 1 9
Mark R. McDonald (BS74) A n n Arbor, Oct. 28
James C. Wakefield (BS74) Ann Arbor, Sept. 20
Carl Wong (BS74) Chelsea, Nov. 1 2
Catherine L. Brauer (BA75, M8A79, MA96)

Ypsilanti, Jan. 20
Stuart F. Redpath (MA75, SPA82} Troy, Oct. 2 1
Agnes (Dobronski) Cichocki (MA75)

Dearborn, Dec. 27
Harry J. Mosher, Jr. (8575) Owosso, Nov. 8
Marleah (McCarty) Thompson (B8E75)

Jackson, Sept. 1 4
Douglas W. Smith (MA75) Cedarville, Nov. 1 2
David A . Simon (MBA76) East Lansing, Sept. 1 3
George L. Winfield (MA76) Wyandotte, Dec. 22
Lynn (Baginski) Trumbo (BS77)

South Lyon, Sept. 8
Glenn A. Tayler (BS77) Belleville, Dec. 7
Carolyn (Priest) Washburn (MA77)

Greenville, Jan. 9
Vanessa ( Wells) Ballard (8578) Flint, Dec. 6
Kathleen (Roach) Chiucchiarelli (BS78, MA82)

Livonia, Nov. 1 9
Walter P. Cebulski (BS79)

Foresthill, Calif., Jan. 24
Richard C. Schoolmaster (BS79) Hudson, Sept. S

Saline, Sept. 21
Laurie (Crawford) Larsen (BBA83)

Redfo rd, Feb. 1 5

Michael Charlton (B8A85) Flint, Feb. 23
Richard N. Dekeon (BS86} Ann Arbor, Nov. 8
David L. Launstein (8BA86)

Cantonment, Fla., Jan. 26
Charlene (Delaney) Lorenz (8BE87)

Mesick, Dec. 1 9
Nancy (Giannetti) Lockenour (BS88)

Greenbush, Jan. 25
Steve J. Veres, Jr. (BBA89) Traverse City, Dec. 31
Sophia (Loy} Wheelock (8589)

Valparaiso, Ind., Feb. 9
Marla J. Murphy (MA90) Detroit, Oct. 1 3
Thomas R . Dundon (8BA94)

Traverse City, Nov. 1 3
Tarek Katrib (BS94) Ann Arbor, Jan. 26
Scott A. Stonewall (8595, MA98)

Taunton, Mass., Dec. 20
Marcus D. Mathews ( B 596) Flat Rock, April 24
James F. 5chettenhelm (8S96, MA03)

Livonia, Jan. 1 5
Kim A . Withrow (M5W0 1 ) Saginaw, Oct. 24
Josef W. Kolling (B509) Roseville, Feb. 22
Christopher W. Wright (MS09) Monroe, Jan. 1 2

Leah D . Adams, emeritus faculty i n t h e College

of Education; Ann Arbor, Feb. 1 .
Larry M . Cathey (BS06), assistant sports editor

for The Eastern Echo; New Boston, Oct. 1 9.
Wayne Cloud, retired as a locksmith in 2004;

Ypsilanti, Oct. 4.
Sharon R. Draper, retired regional director

for Extended Programs at EMU Flint; Flint,
Sept. 1 8.
Allan P. Freund (8558, MA63), head basketball

coach in 1 972, retiring as an assistant
professor for physical education in 1 997;
Commerce Township, Sept. 1 6.
Loretta M. Garrett, retired from EMU after

working many years as a cook in dining
services; Jackson, Sept. 14.
James W. Gousseff, emeritus professor of

communication and theatre arts from 1 963
until retiring in 1 998, Ypsilanti, Jan. 25.
Luis Hernandez, began as a student employee

in the parking department in 1 993, became
full-time staff in 1 996 and worked until his
passing on Feb. 1 3; Mercedes, Texas.
Kathryn J. Howard, retired from the purchasing

department after 26 years of service;
Ypsilanti, Jan. 25.
Ronald E. Hutchins, retired professor of finance

and former president of the faculty advisory
council; Leesburg, Fla., Dec. 1 8.
Elizabeth L. Kaufman, taught social work and

retired from EMU in 1 997; Ann Arbor, Sept. 1 9.
Martin K. Kornbluth, taught English

composition and literature from 1 966-1 992;
Ann Arbor, Nov. 2.
James S. Licholat, retired from I nformation

Technology at EMU; Oakland, Oct. 2.
Richard G. Oltmanns (8554, MA83), began his

career at EMU as director of the audio visual
center in 1 959 and taught until his retirement
in 1 988; Naples, Fla., Jan. 1 3.
Naomi A. Peel, retired emeritus faculty who

taught nutrition; Prattville, Ala., Oct. 5
Eleanor (Straub) Wright, retired emeritus

faculty from the English department; Saint
Louis, Mo., Nov. 1 .
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Patsy M. Knoop (B558) was
honored as the 201 3 Volunteer of
the Year by the Dearborn Garden
Club for her diligence in service for
her community.

Kenneth C. Ingham (B564} has
published an autobiography entitled
''Feet in the City, Heart on the Farm;·
which tells the story of a young
man's journey from childhood to
late adulthood and all of the exciting
points in between.

Robert E. Piepenburg (B564, MA65,
MFA73) is a multi-award winning
artist with pieces in public and private
collections, including the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. and the
sculpture"Frieed" outside the Cadillac
Municipal Complex in Cadillac.
Samuel T. Spadafora (BBA65) has
joined the board of directors of
Metalntell, a leader in mobile risk and
application management. Spadafora
brings more than 30 years of high
technology leadership experience to
the post.
Howard D. Booth (8566, MS6S,
PHD74), alumnus and professor at
Eastern Michigan University, won a
gold medal for his performance in
the pole vault event at the World
Masters Athletics Championship held
in Porto Alegre, Brazil, where he also
competed in the open 1 00-meter
dash and other events.

Harold J. Neiman (MA71 }, owner
of Neiman's Family Market stores,
wag appointed to the Michigan Beef
Industry Commission, where he will
represent beef retailers.
Wendy M. Baxter (BBA72), named
a 2014 Top Judge by DBusiness
Magazine, retired from the Civil
Division of the Wayne County Circuit
Court and opened Win Win Facilitation,
PLLC, specializing in alternative
dispute resolution.
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Daniel L. Florek (HALOS} begins
his 1 s•h season on NBC's critically
acclaimed "Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit; playing Captain Donald
Cragen.
Larry L. Schult (BS72} was promoted
to dean for the College of Engineering
Technology at Ferris State University.
In 1 994, Schultz began his career with
FSU as a professor before becoming
d irector of two schools, program
coordinator and department chair.
Marsha K. Crosby (B573), past
inductee of the EMU Athletic Hall
of Fame, was awarded All-American
status in softball at the Senior
Olympics, where she went
l 6-for- 1 9 with a grand slam
and no fielding errors.
Robert Dewolf Jr. (BS74) was
promoted from COO to president of
Wright and Fillipis.
Mark J. Abbo (BBA75), fo rmer
Northville Township supervisor, has
been hired as the chief financial officer
for Wayne County.
Catherine B. Delaney (BME75) is
entering her 33rd year of teaching
elementary music at Zolfo Springs
Elementary School in Zolfo Springs, Fla.
Shirley A. Ehnis (BS75) was
appointed director of the Adrian
Public Library, aher 37 years of
faithful service.
Deborah L. Dubois (B576) has been
promoted to outreach department
manager at the Mansfield/Richland
County Public Library aher 28 years of
dedicated service.
Rodney E. Slater (BS77, HPS96),
former secretary of the U.S.
Department ofTransportation, was
honored with the Martin Luther King
Jr. Humanitarian Award from EMU.
Kevin M. Allen (8579), USA Today
sports columnist, was honored with
the 201 3 Lester Patrick Trophy at the
United States Hockey Hall of Fame
i nduction ceremony.

Alicia C. Acquirre (MASO), currently
the mayor of Redwood City, Calif., and
a member of the Board ofTrustees for
Notre Dame De Namur University,
was named Woman of the Year for
the State of California 2 1 st
Assembly District.

Pamela Jackson (MASO, MSOO),
professor of mathematics at Oakland
Community College, has anained the
highest level of membership in the
National Association of Professional
Women as a VIP Woman of the Year.
Christopher A. Call (BS8 1 ) is
celebrating 30 years as a special
education instructor in the Miami
Dade school system, Fla.
Daniel B. Waltz [BBA8 1 ) has been
hired as the chief information officer
for Mid-Michigan Health. Waltz
previously held roles at St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital, Chelsea Community
Hospital and, the University of
Michigan Health Systems.
Linda R. Etter (BSSl ), retired Adrian
Training School teacher and author of
"Listen to HIS Heartbeat." has a story
in the new Chicken Soup for the Soul
book, "Living with Alzheimer's & Other
Dementias;· now available in stores.

David W. Gravender (BBA82) has
joined Alameda Health System as the
new chief information officer and will
lead the development of strategic plan
elements, including the operation of
information systems.
Steven T. Wiesner (8582) has been
promoted to assistant aviation director
of the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood
International Airport. Wiesner will
be responsible for the planning and
future expansion of the airport.
Lynn Torossian (BBA83) will bring 25
years of experience to her new role as
president and CEO of Henry Ford West
Bloomfield Hospital.
Marios Demetriou (BBASS, MS94},
201 3 Michigan School Business Official
of the Year and recipient of the 201 3
Eagle Award, has been named
the assistant superintendent for
finance and operations for Ann
Arbor Public Schools.
Joyce E. Jenereaux (8BA86),
president of Gannen Michigan,
received the Neal Shine Award for
Media Commitment to Philanthropy
for her leadership at the Detroit Media
Partnership and her dedication to
philanthropy in the community.
Dwight E. Lassey (B586) was
recognized as the 201 3 Michigan
Juvenile Detention Association's Child
Care Worker of the Year for his work at
the Monroe County Youth Center.

Terry Jacoby (BS86), a freelance
writer for The Oakland Press by trade.
released a debut album with his
band, Rummler, titled "Scrapbook of
Your Life:·
Kam M. Lim (BS86, MS88l, an
associate dean and professor at the
National Institute of Education at
Nanyang Technological University in
Singapore, was re-elected as the vice
president of the Educational Research
Association of Singapore.
Gary W. Procop, MD, MS (BS87) is the
chair of Molecular Pathology, section
head of Molecular Microbiology,
director of Parasitology and Mycology
Laboratories and professor of
Pathology at Cleveland Clinic.
Paul D. Sturgis (BS87, MS93),
an experienced human resources
executive, has been named Sparrow
Hospital's vice president and chief
human resources officer.
Rebecca L. Cypher (BSN88) has been
appointed chief nursing officer for
PeriGen, a provider of fetal surveillance
that empowers perinatal clinicians
to make confident decisions about
mothers and babies in their care.
Salim Kai (BS88) was honored as
Tech Nation's Professional of the Year
for his work as a clinical engineer at the
University of Michigan Health System's
biomedical engineering department.

DJ Culkar (BS92) has been promoted
to senior vice president and general
counsel for Wealth Management,
Retail Operation and Regulatory Affairs
at Comerica Bank. Culkar has been
with Comerica since 2006.

Jordan C. Young (BS94), Professional
Golfers Association of America (PGA)
director of instruction at Fox Hills
Learning Center in Plymouth, is the
recipient of the 201 3 PGA Player
Development Award.

Anthony M. DiPonio (BBA92,
MBA98) was named chief information
officer for Crain Communication Inc.,
supervising the (rain's technology
services and interactive services
departments.

Stephanie M. Souter (BS9SJ has
graduated from the 201 3 Certified
Education Chief Technology Officers
Program at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill's
School of Government.

Gopala Krishna (MS92) has recently
been inducted into West Virginia
University's Academy of Distinguished
Alumni. Krishna is the executive
director and head of Preclinical
Research and Development and
Competitive Intelligence for Supreme
Pharmaceuticals, where he directs
drug discovery and development in
neuroscience.
Joseph P. Hoeflinger (MA93) has
joined Charles Reinhart Company
Realtors as a real estate agent.
Hoefling er will be based in the Ann
Arbor East office.
Michelle A. Smith (BS93) has written
her second novel, titled ''The Gospel
According to Gabby.' The book will
benefit Haven, a nonprofit emergency
shelter for women and children left
homeless due to physical, sexual and
emotional abuse.

Susan H. Allen (MA89) graduated
with a Doctor of Nursing Practice
degree from Azusa Pacific University.
Allen was the first student to complete
the program at the university and
teaches nursing at Pacific Union
College in California.

Michele Anderson (SEPU94, BA94,
MA0 1 ) was awarded the 201 4 High
School Teacher of the Year award,
for both District 4 and the State
of Michigan, by the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

-

Steve Domzalski (BS94) has been
promoted to associate athletic trainer
for Wayne State University.

Al Montalvo (BBA89) was recently
hired as regional manager by Broder
& Sachse Real Estate Services in
Birmingham.

Andrew T. lapointe (BBA91 ),
owner ofTraverse Bay Farms /Fruit
Advantage, recently won three top
food awards at the Scovie Awards
competition. Since 2008 Lapointe has
won 23 national food awards.

David N. Turner (BBA94) has been
hired as EMU's vice president of
human resources, a newly
created position.
Donald 8. Woloski (BS94), a sergeant
with the Novi Police Department,
graduated from the EMU School of
Police Staff and Command (SPSC).

Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin S.
Ringvelski (BS9S) has assumed
command of the Marine Corps
Base Quantico as the Battalion
Executive Officer.
Genarda L. Wright (BBA96, MBA99)
has been hired by Res(are Workforce
Service as the business services
manager for the state ofTennessee.
Neetu Seth (BS97, MBA99) is the
founder and CEO of NITS Solutions,
which was recently named as one of
the Michigan 50 Companies to Watch
by Michigan Celebrates Small Business.
Michael F. Stevens (MBA97) has been
appointed to the position of audit
manager for the United Federal Credit
Union in St. Joseph. Stevens passed the
Certified Information System Auditor
examination in December, achieving
the highest worldwide score among
those taking the exam.
Rick A. Butler (MA98) is currently
employed as a U.S. Probation Officer in
Toledo, Ohio.
Michelle L. Malamis (BS98) brings 1 5
years of experience in the nonprofit
industry to her new position as the
executive director for the Canton
Community Foundation.
Amalie C. Nash (BS98, MA03)
was named the 1 1 •h editor and vice
president fo r audience engagement
at the Des Moines Register. The Des
Moines Register, the largest newspaper
in Iowa, has won 1 6 Pulitzer Prizes
since 1 954.
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Patrick Barry, Jr. (BS71, MA73)
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Marques Thomey (BSOO)
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Trudy Adler (8501)
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Robert Murkowski (8506)
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Kendra M. Wilkins (BS98, MLSOl J
opened an art-based business called
The Paint Station in Ann Arbor, where
customers come in to create their
version of a pre-selected painting.
Jennifer A. Nycz (BSN99) was
appointed chief administrative officer
of Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center
in Dearborn.

Christine S. Swanson (BS01 ), a
former special education teacher,
media specialist and intervention
specialist, has been hired as the
principal of Edison Elementary School
in the Wayne-Westland School District.

Jennifer A. Sugar (BSOO, MA07,
SPA 1 2) was named acting program
supervisor for the Cooke School
Special Education Center Program by
the Northville Board of Education.
Mandy L. Pomo (BSOO) opened
Boxwood Cottage and Home, a home
decor and furnishing store, in Dexter.
Carmo Ribeiro (MLSOOJ and his
wife Mary have opened a medical
franchise named Seniors Helping
Seniors, serving Washtenaw and
Wayne counties.
Hunter A. Stenzel ( BSOO) joined
Cookeville Regional Medical Group
in Cookeville, Tenn. as a family
practitioner.
Anthony J. Fisher (BS01 J has
been named dean of the School of
Communication Arts at Savannah
College of Art and Design in Savannah,
Ga. Fisher teaches and serves as chair
of the Sequential Art Department.
Vincent Thomas (BBAOl ), founder
of Bill highway, an EMU dorm room
startup company, moved into the role
of company chairman.
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Shawn M. Heiler (BS03) has joined
Jackson Center for Family Health as a
physician assistant, making him the
primary care provider at the Northwest
Community Health Center.
Dichondra R. Johnson (BS03),
education analyst for the Michigan
Veterans Affairs Agency, has been
honored as one of Michigan
Chronicle's 40 under 40.

Sara C. Berelsman (BAOO, MA03)
released her first book, a memoir titled
"My Last Rock Bottom;'which tells the
story of a recovering alcoholic, novelist
and wife who puts the bottle down to
save her career, marriage and life.
Jima R. Braynon (BSOO, MAOS) has
been appointed to disaster program
manager in the Emergency Services
Department for the American Red
Cross Mid-Michigan Chapter.

Jennifer L. Thum (BS02) was
appointed as a district support
specialist for Indiana State Department
of Agriculture's Division of Soil
Conservation.

Rachelle A. Butts (BA02) was named
the director of admissions for DeVos
Graduate School of Management at
Northwood University, where she will
work on recruitment across all three
campuses in Florida, Michigan, Texas
and all site locations.

Phillip C. Kahler (SEPU03),
teacher at Kernodle Middle School,
has been hired as the head coach
of the boys' track and field team at
Northwest Guilford High School in
Greensboro, N.C.

Michael W. Page (BS02) is the new
general manager at the award
winning Theatre for a New Audience
located in New York City.
John C. Parmentier (BS02) has taken
responsibility for daily leadership as
president of Paragon Laboratories
Incorporated, replacing his father, Jerry
Parmentier, who has recently retired.
Katharyn K. Schortgen (BBA02,
MS02) recently returned to Eastern,
taking the role of manager of
sponsored research accounting.

Nathan B. Oake (MBA04), an
instructor at Hartland High School in
Grand Rapids, has been awarded the
201 3 Dr. Louis R. Graziano Outstanding
Marketing Educator Award.
Edward M. Connor Jr. (BSOS), a
teacher at University High School in
Ferndale, aspires to boost student
literacy through his Boys 2 Books
programs. Boys 2 Books is geared
toward young male students fighting
literacy issues and other struggles
common to teenage males.
Jessica E. Forsythe (BS06) has
accepted the position of program
administrator/business administrator
with the State of Ohio Opportunities
for Ohioans with Disabilities.
Caryn Y. Reed-Hendon (MA06)
earned her Ph.Din Educational
Leadership from Oakland University.

Jeff S. Chaney (BS02), 7"' grade
math teacher, was recognized as the
Spotlight Teacher for Dysart Unified
School District in Surprise, AZ.
Matthew C. Ense (BBA02), 201 2
Rising Assistant Coach of the Year,
was hired as assistant coach for the
University of Cincinnati swimming and
diving team.

Chiara Hensley (MA04) has been
named Ombudsman for EMU. In her
new role Hensley will provide students
with guidance and a listening ear
regarding any issue a student may
encounter while at the University.

William R. Voyles (BBA07, MBA 1 0)
has been promoted by Allianz Life
Insurance Company of North America
to sales director for the Fixed Index
Annuity Sales Division. Voyles will be
responsible for increasing sales and
directing sales initiatives.
Timothy H. Wieland (BS03) was
promoted to vice president for
Airfoil, an integrated marketing
communications firm for technology
and innovation brands. Wieland has
been with Airfoil for 10 years.
Vicki L. Yost (MLS03) brings 1 8
years of experience with the Detroit
Police Department as one of the new
executive team members for Detroit
Police Chief James Craig. Deputy Chief
Yost has been assigned to the Patrol
Operations Bureau.
David S. Chisolm (MBA04) was
promoted to vice president·
marketing after 1 0 years of service
with A. 0. Smith, a m ultinational
water heater business.

Aaron R. Velthoven (BBAOS) has
been named vice president of
marketing for Detroit Media
Partnership, where he will bring
more than 10 years of digital
marketing experience.

Kristi A. Budwit (BS09, MSl 1 )

earned her white coat after graduating
as a physician assistant from
Philadelphia University. Budwit was
also awarded the Director's Award
for Clinical Excellence.

EMU Wherever I Go

Jason T. Sandford (MS09) has joined
Hanger Clinic's Morgantown, W.Va.,
patient care facility.
Shawn M. Fallon (BBA09) was hired

by Baker Tilley Virchow Krause LLP as
a senior accountant. She will provide
tax compliance, advisory services
and tax plans for corporate and
individual clients.

-

Dr. Vamsi K. Kanneganti (MSl OJ,
board certified in internal medicine
and a former nephrology fellow at
Loyola University Medical Center, has
joined Trios Care Center in the kidney
care practice.
Stephanie E. Knight (BSN1 0)

received the 201 3 Michigan Nurses
Association Excellence in Nursing
Practice Award for her work in the
University of Michigan Nurses Council
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.

James Beaty (BBA70), of Swansea, 111., proudly wore his EMU sweatsh irt in St. Louis, Mo., during the

opening of the Stan M usial Veterans Memorial Bridge on Feb. 9, 201 4. The $695 million bridge has two
400-foot towers and is the third-longest cable-stayed bridge in the U.S.

Patrick J. Pinkerton (BSl 0) joined the
Arizona Sundogs, a hockey team i n
the Central Hockey League, as the new
athletic trainer.
Barry L. Sheppard (BSl O) was cast as

Hansel in the Friends Always Creating
Theatre presentation of"A Hansel
and Gretel Christmas,"which played
for 1 O weeks at TI mes Square in New
York City.
Matthew C. Duggins (BBA 1 1 ),
formerly an army engineer
serving in Iraq, is now a Northville
City Police officer.
Latarrius A. Thomas (BSl 1 ) joined

the Pittsburgh Power, an Arena
Football League Team for the 201 4
season. Thomas brings his 3rd Team All
Mid-American Conference talents to
the defensive backfield.

Andrew D. Welch (MS1 1 ), executive

director for Ivy Tech Community
College in Indiana, has been named
the 201 3 Communicator of the Year for
District 3 by the National Council for
Marketing and Public Relations.
Jessica Boyd (CBAD12) is the new

human resources generalist for the
Goodwill stores and donation centers
in the Keystone area of Pennsylvania.

Zachariah W. Harris (BSWl 2) is the
drummer for an Ypsilanti-based band,
Truman, that just released its second
album, titled "Ever Changing."

Brian M, Hill (BSl 3) signed a contract
to play for the Goodyear Centennials,
a Freedom Pro Baseball League Team
in Arizona.

Barry J. Hicks (MS 1 3) joined the
management team for the City of
Sterling Heights as the economic
development manager. He will lead
the city's business retention and
recruitment program.

Othniel Maidaniuc (BBA 1 3) has
been promoted from intern to
financial analyst at Michigan Business
Connection based in Ann Arbor.

S

hare your news with us in
a class note. We are excited
to announce that Class Notes
are now open to wedding and
birth announcements, as well as
career changes or advancement
and award recognition.
Eastern Michigan University

MAIL TO:

All Class Notes submissions
should include your name,
address, e-mail address,
phone number, degree(s)
and year of graduation.

Office for Alumni Relations,
1 349 S. Huron St., Suite 2,
Ypsilanti, Ml 481 97, or use
our on line submission

form at emich.edu/alumni.
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Taking a Stand Against Bul lying

Paul McMullen, Ashlee Baracy and David Mitchell confront the issue of bullying
by Kurt Anthony Krug

W

hen a young man from Cadillac took his own life in

2009, a victim of bullying behavior by his classmates,

Paul McMullen (BS95), also of Cadillac, knew he had to do

something.

McMullen knows what it's like when a young person feels

helpless and isolated. When he was 7 years old, some kids tied
him to a tree and beat
him. In ninth grade,

he was invited to join

two football players at
their lunch table. One

jammed his foot between
McMullen's legs and

invited some girls over to
watch him squirm.

Ba racy, along with attorney Richard Bernstein and Michigan

Attorney General Bill Schuette, encouraged middle- and high

school students to speak out against bullying. Through the "Next
Step to End Bullying" contest this past summer, students created
30-second anti-bullying PSAs.

The winners, Bernadette Kathryn of Royal Oak Middle School

"Today, a victim can be
embarrassed in front of thousands
in a matter of minutes on line."

"I was a target from

-David Mitchell

elementary school up to

my freshman year;' recalls

McMullen. "I didn't tell anyone, I didn't fight back. I thought that's

what you put up with when you're smaller, younger and not

and Shannon Stoudemire

of Southfield H igh School,

had their PSAs - "Look at Me

Now" and "Become a Friend"

a ired during Channel 4's Ford
Fireworks prime-time special

in June. Each girl won a $500
honorarium for her school.

McMullen, responding to

a new paradigm of bullying

that has grown out of young

people's use of social media,

created a phone app called Truthlocker. The app archives social
media, text messages a n d photographs. Victims of bullying

socially confident:·

who are able to produce a record of their mistreatment, says

girls who vandalized her car, hacked into her email account,

authorities.

Ashlee Ba racy (MS1 0) was a victim of bullying throughout

high school. During her senior year, Baracy was targeted by

forwarded her private emails and harassed her online. She even
received death threats online, prompting her to contact the
police.

Today, no one bullies McMullen and Baracy; as adults, both

are respected and admired. McMullen, who works in medical

sales, won the national 1 500-meter running title twice and

competed in the 1 996 summer Olympics, earning him the title
"the Pride of Cadillac:· Baracy was named Miss Michigan 2008

and is now a reporter for Channel 4 in Detroit.

While they've found success, their memories of being bullied

linger. So McMullen and Ba racy have used their celebrity to

become anti-bullying advocates.
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McMullen, have more power to demand their tormenters end

the harassment, and have concrete evidence to present to

Baracy agrees that social media and mobile technology has

changed bullying behavior since she was a teen. "If you were

bullied in school [in my day]. home was usually a safe-zone if you
lived in a good, loving home. Nowadays, you can't escape it with
Facebook, Twitter and texting. Today, kids don't feel safe at all;'

she says.

McMullen believes that teenagers today have too much

power in their cell phones, given the texting, photographing and

video capabilities.

"Growing up, I never had a private line in my bedroom;'he

says. "I never had a private digital camera where we can post

photographs of ourselves on a public web-site or a video of

ourselves while speaking to someone

else in the pri vacy of our own bedroom

with the door sh ut. I call it the trifecta of

temptation:'

David Mitchell (8586, MA94) agrees.

A counselor for 1 2 years in Pinckney

Community Schools, Mitchell has dealt
with many with cyber-bullying cases.

"Unfortunately, the relative anonymity

of social media has led to an increase in

cyber-bullying. Many of those doing the

bullying are much bolder when hiding

behind a screen-name or simply being i n
a different location than they normally

would be in person," says Mitchell. "The
worst part about cyber-bullying is the

effect it has on the victim. Years ago, a

bullying incident might be witnessed by a
few people or at most a small crowd and

then might be spread by word-of-mouth.
Today, a victim can be embarrassed in

front of thousands i n a matter of minutes

online:'

Fortunately, the frequency of cyber

bullying has decreased in Pinckney,
according to Mitchell. District-wide

efforts have brought counselors, social

workers and administrators together to

confront bullying. Not only do admi nistrators take

appropriate disciplinary measures, they also involve the

police, when appropriate. Mitchell participates in seminars to

educate parents and students about cyber-bullying, calling in

experts as part of a larger parent support initiative.

"Social media has created huge challenges in terms of

supporting the victims and helping them return to a sense of

normalcy in school and in life;' says M itchell. "We've worked

hard to be as proactive as possible to protect the students, but
it is an ever-changing landscape as technology evolves." I!
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E-CI ub Hall of Fame

Meet the Newest E-Club
Athletic Hall of Fame Members

T

he Eastern Michigan University E-Club Alumni Chapter, a group

of former EMU varsity athletic letterwinners, welcomed seven
new members into the E-Club Athletic Hall of Fame in February:

Dennis Betts (men's swimming); Earl Boykins (men's basketball);
Joyann Clarke (women's track and field); Wondella Devers (women's
basketball/track); Derrick Dial (men's basketball); Eugene Smith
(administrator); and Don Stewart (men's basketball/football).
The E-Club also presented Ken Behmer with the Ron Oestrike
Distinguished Service Award, named after EMU baseball coaching
legend Ron Oestrike. The award was developed to reward
outstanding service to the Athletic Department, E-Club and
Athletic Club.

Dennis 0. Betts Men's Swimming
Dennis Betts was a four-year letter
winner for the EMU men's swim team
and earned NAIA All-American honors
three times (1967-1 969).
A former record holder in the
1 00· and 200-yard breaststroke and
the 200- and 400-yard medley relay
team, Betts was a member of the
1 966-67 team that finished third at
the NAIA National Championship. He
also helped lead the men's team to the
NAIA National Championship in both
1 %7-68 and 1 968-69.
In 1 967, he was among the first
NAIA All-American swimmers at EMU
as a member of the 400-yard medley
relay team. Betts also helped lead the
team to a four-year record of 42-14. In
1 969, he was a member of the NAIA
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National Champion 400-yard medley
relay team, setting an EMU and a
NAIA record. Then in 1 969, he set an
EMU and a NAIA record in the 200·
yard breaststroke as well as an EMU
Record in the 100-yard breaststroke.
He was also a member of the 1 970
NAIA National Championship Team as
an assistant coach under EMU Hall of
Fame Coach Mike Jones.
After graduating from EMU in
1 97 1 , Betts spent 26 years in law
enforcement, retiring from the
Michigan State Police in 200 1 . He
represented the Michigan State Police
at several state and international
Police & Fire Olympics, winning
gold, silver and bronze medals in
swimming competitions.
Betts is also a member of the EMU
Arm of Honor Fraternity.

Earl Boykins Men's Basketball
Earl Boykins was a four-year starter
on the EMU men's basketball team. He
led EMU to a four-year record of87-36,
two NCAA Tournament appearances
and one NIT post-season tournament.
In 1 997, Boykins was named
USA Basketball's Male Athlete of the
Year after leading the U.S. team to
the Gold Medal at the 1 997 World
University Games. In 1 998, he won
the Frances Pomeroy Naismith Award

as the nation's outstanding senior
male basketball player under six-feet
tall. Also that season, he received
honorable mention Division I All
American accolades.
Boykins finished the 1998 season
second in the nation in scoring at 25.7
points per game. He was selected
the Most Valuable Player in the Mid
American Conference Tournament,
after scoring a record 89 points in
three games. A First-Team All-MAC
selection in the 1 996-97 and 1 997-98
seasons, he also earned second team
honors in 1 995-96 and was named to
the All-Freshman Team in 1 994-95.
Boykins finished his career with
2,21 1 points, 5 1 2 free throws, 759
field goals, 1 81 three points baskets,
and the EMU all-time record of 624
assists. In 201 1 , his EMU jersey, No. 1 1 ,
was retired.
Despite being the second shortest
player in NBA history, Boykins went on
to play 1 3 seasons with the New Jersey
Nets, Cleveland Cavaliers, Orlando
Magic, Los Angeles Clippers, Golden
State Warriors, Denver Nuggets,
Milwaukee Bucks, Charlotte Bobcats,
Washington Wizards and Houston
Rockets.

Joyann Clarke Women's Track
Joyann Clarke was an outstanding
EMU women's track athlete. She
won five MAC individual titles and
ran on relay teams that won four
championships.
In 1 982, Clarke won the MAC
Championship individual titles for the
60-meter dash and 200-meter run.
She also ran on the first place MAC

Championship 4x200-meter relay
team, the 4xl 00-meter relay team,
and the 4x100-meter shuttle hurdle
relay team.
Two years later in 1 984, she ran
on the MAC Championship 4x l00meter relay team and won the MAC
Championship individual title for the
55-meter dash.
In 1 985, Clarke won both MAC
Championship individual titles for the
1 00· and 200-meter races and ran on
the first place 4xl 00-meter relay team.
Clarke graduated from EMU in
1 989.

Wondella Devers Basketball and Track
A pioneer in EMU women's
athletics, Wondella Devers was a
women's basketball and track & field
athlete from 1971 -73. At EMU, she
claimed two first-place honors in
the high jump and played on a third
place women's basketball team. In
2000, she received a varsity letter from
EMU honoring her years as an EMU
athlete before women's teams were

recognized at the collegiate level.
Prior to attending EMU, Devers
played basketball and ran track for
Belleville High School from 1 96669. In 1 969, she joined the women's
basketball team at Washtenaw
Community College.
After graduating from EMU in
1 974, Devers spent 31 years as a
physical education and math teacher
for the Van Buren Public Schools,
retiring in 2005.
In 201 2, Devers joined the
Michigan Spirits Women's Senior
Basketball Team representing the State
of Michigan at the National Games,
winning a Gold Medal at the Cleveland
Games, and a Bronze Medal at the
Huntingsman Games in their first year.
In 201 3, the Michigan Spirits received a
Bronze Medal at the Cleveland Games.

Derrick Dial
Men's Basketbal l
Derrick Dial was a four-year starter
for the EMU men's basketball team.
Despite joining the team as a walk
on, Dial helped lead the team to a
four-year record of 87-36, two NCAA
Tournament appearances and one NIT
post-season tournament.
Dial played in 1 24 games, started
1 1 5 times, and recorded 1 ,528 points,
3 1 7 rebounds and 521 assists. He
was named the Chevrolet Player
of the Game for EMU at the NCAA
Tournament game against Michigan
State University.
Following his senior season, Dial
was drafted in the second round as
the 52nd overall pick by the National
Basketball Association's San Antonio
Spurs. He played in the NBA with the
San Antonio Spurs, New Jersey Nets,
Toronto Raptors and Orlando Magic.

Eugene Smith
Athletic Administrator

Don Stewart - Football
and Basketball

Eugene Smith joined the EMU
athletic department in 1 983 as an
assistant athletic director, became
interim executive athletic director in
1 985, then athletic director in 1 986.
During his EMU tenure he saw
the 1 987 football team win the MAC
championship on the way to a victory
in the California Bowl, directed the
$ 1 3 million renovation of Rynearson
Stadium, and watched the EMU men's
basketball team win the MAC title in
1 987 and 1 991 and make the NCAA
Tournament both years, making it to
the"Sweet 1 6"in 1 991. Smith was also
the director when EMU won two Reese
Trophies as the top men's athletic
program in the MAC.
Smith left EMU in 1 993 to become
the athletic director at Iowa State
University, before serving as the
athletic director at Arizona State
University and is in his ninth year
as the athletic director at The Ohio
State University.
Smith was named as one of Black
Enterprise's ·so most powerful African
Americans in sports" and was honored
in 201 0 as the Sport Business Journal's
Athletic Director of the Year.
The first African American
President of the National
Association of Collegiate Directors of
Athletics (NACDA), Smith has served
on numerous committees within
the NCAA: the NCAA Management
Council, NCAA Committee on
Infractions, NCAA Executive
Committee, NCAA Football Rules
Committee, President's Commission
Liaison Committee, NCAA Baseball
Academic Enhancement Task
Force and the National Football
Foundation Honors Court. In 2006,
he was named to the NCAA Men's
Division I Basketball Committee and
in 201 0 became the chair.

Don Stewart was a three-year
letter winner in football (1 968, '69,
'70) and earned a varsity letter in
basketball in 1971. An outstanding
quarterback in football and point
guard in basketball, Stewart
completed 1 36-of-269 passes for 2,018
yards and 20 touchdowns during his
football career.
Following his graduation from
EMU in 1971, he went on to become
a coach and teacher. Stewart was the
boys' basketball coach at Lely High
School in Naples, Fla., for more than
26 years, retiring after the 2008-09
season with 456 career wins, ten
20-win seasons, and eight district
championships. During his tenure, he
was named Southwest Florida Coach
of the Year 1 O times.

Ken Behmer - Ron
Oestrike Distinguished
Service Award
Ken Behmer is this year's recipient
of the Ron Oestrike Distinguished
Service Award. The award, named after
EMU baseball coaching legend

Ron Oestrike, was developed to
reward outstanding service to the
Department of Athletics, E-Club and
Athletic Club.
Behmer earned two varsity letters
in track and another in cross country
before graduating from EMU in 1 964
with a bachelor's degree in physical
education. He added a master's degree
in guidance and counseling in 1 970.
Behmer taught physical education
in Detroit for nine years. He was also a
counselor, assistant football coach and
head track coach at Lincoln Alcona
High School for 1 2 years. In addition,
Behmer served as the Director of
Counseling and Dean for Student
Development at Kellogg Community
College for 1 3 years. He was selected
by the Governor to serve on the State
of Michigan Board of Counseling and

was the president of the Calhoun
Area Counseling Association and the
Michigan Community College Student
Services Association.
His service to EMU continued as
he was a member of the EMU Alumni
Association Board of Directors for six
years. Behmer was also a member
E-Club Board of Directors for 23 years
and served as its president for six of
those years.

NCAA Disclosure

P

er NCAA requirements, Eastern Michigan University is publicizing that
a major violation was found to have occurred in the sport of Women's
Basketball in 2009-1 0. As a result, the institution is currently under NCAA
probation for the 201 2-201 3 and 201 3-201 4 academic years due to
violations committed by a prior women's basketball ;taff. This probation
does not affect EMU's ability to be selected fo r post-season championship
competition in women's basketball. For more detailed information on the
infraction please visit: www.emich.edu/ncaa_violations/
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